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IN THE HIGH COURT OF KARNATAKA AT BENGALURU 


DATED THIS THE 29TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2020 


PRESENT 


THE HON'BLE MR. ABHAY S. OKA, CHIEF JUSTICE 


AND 


THE HON'BLE MR. JUSTICE ASHOK S.KINAGT 


WRIT PETITION NO.9773 OF 2020 (GM -RES - PIL) 


BETWEEN: 


A. VARGHESE 

AGED ABOUT 66 YEARS, 

S/0 M.E.ABRAHAM , 

R/O HOUSE NO 3, BLOCK 'A', 

SAI NANDANA, 

RESIDENCY 13TH MAIN, 

7TH CROSS, SECTOR - 5, 

HSR LAYOUT, BENGALURU - 560 102. 


DR. PRIYANKA ARORA 
D/O C.M. ARORA, 
R/O B-12, RAMBAGH MANPUR UTTAR, 
RAMPUR ROAD, HALDWANT 
UTTARAKHAND . 
. PETITIONERS 


(BY SHRI COLIN GONSALVES, SENIOR ADVOCATE FOR, 
SMT. AVANI CHOKSHI, ADVOCATE) 


AND: 


UNION OF INDIA 

THROUGH THE SECRETARY, 

MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE, 
NEW DELHI - 110 001. 


UNION OF INDIA 
THROUGH THE SECRETARY, 
MINISTRY OF AYUSH, 
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NEW DELHI - 110 001. 


3. COMMISSTONERATE OF HEALTH AND FAMILY 
WELFARE SERVICES, 
GOVT OF KARNATAKA, 
3RD FLOOR, IPP BUILDING, 
ANAND RAO CIRCLE , 
BENGALURU - 560 009. 


4. INDIAN COUNCIL OF MEDICAL RESEARCH 
THROUGH THE DIRECTOR GENERAL, ICMR 
V RAMALINGASWAMI BHAWAN, 
ANSARI NAGAR, NEW DELHI - 110 029. 


5. COUNCIL OF SCIENTIF AND INDUSTRIAL RESEARCH 
MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
THROUGH THE DIRECTOR GENERAL, CSIR, 
ANUSANDHAN BHAWAN, 
2 RAFI AHMED KIDWAT MARG, 
NEW DELHI - 110 001. 
. RESPONDENTS 
(SRI M.N. KUMAR, CGC FOR R-1, 2, 4 AND 5 
SRI VIKRAM HUILGOL, HCGP FOR R-3) 


THIS WRIT PETITION FILED UNDER ARTICLE 226 OF THE 
CONSTITUTION OF INDIA, PRAYING THIS HON'BLE COURT TO 
QUASH AND SET ASIDE THE REVISED STANDARD OPERATING 
PROCEDURE FOR CCC DATED 20.07.2020 ISSUED BY THE 
COMMISSTONERATE OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE 
SERVICES, GOVERNMENT OF KARNATAKA, TO THE EXTENT 
THAT IT MANDATES THE USE OF ALLOPATHIC DRUGS ONLY 
AND DOES NOT LEAVE THE PATIENT WITH THE RIGHT TO 
CHOOSE OR REFUSE ANY FORM OF TREATMENT ETC. 


THIS WRIT PETITION COMING ON FOR ORDERS 
THROUGH VIDEO CONFERENCE THIS DAY, CHIEF JUSTICE 
MADE THE FOLLOWING: 


ORDER 


Heard the learned Senior Counsel appearing for the petitioners. 
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2. The petition proceeds on the footing that the Standard Operating Procedures / Guidelines 
prescribed by the State Government as well as the Government of India compel a person suffering 
from Covid-19 to take treatment only by use of Allopathic drugs. 


3. At least from the Standard Operating Procedures, which are placed on record, we do not find 
anything therein which shows that the Government can compel a patient to take only Allopathic 
drugs. We cannot go into the question whether Covid-19 can be successfully treated either by 
Ayurvedic drugs or by Allopathic drugs. It is for the experts in the field of medicine to decide that 
question. 

4. It will be open for the petitioners to make representations, both to the Government of India as 
well as the State Government, for modification of the Guidelines / Standard Operating Procedures 
laid down by both the Governments. If such a representation is made, the Government shall decide 
the same within a period of one month from the date on which the representations are made. 

5. The writ petition is disposed of with the above directions. 

Sd/- 

CHIEF JUSTICE Sd/- 

JUDGE Cs/- 
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